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and averting what would have been the col-
lege’s immediate closure.

While 1973 marked the college’s first test in
Hannibal, it wasn’t the last or most severe.
Sixteen years later, on June 22, 1989, a small
fire that started in the college’s cafeteria area
soon grew to a raging inferno, swallowing
many of the college’s vital facilities, including
the campus’ administration building, audito-
rium and gymnasium. Black smoke billowed
into the air, visible from miles away. Emer-
gency responders worked through the night to
douse the fire. But doused with the fire were
hopes and dreams for the coming fall semes-
ter and the collective futures of incoming stu-
dents. By daylight, as only charred remains of
the structures stood, any thoughts of a suc-
cessful future vanished into the air with the
remnants of the previous night's smoke.

However, President Dr. Paul Brown began
the next morning with a pledge to hold classes
on campus that very fall. Dr. Brown led col-
lege trustees and personnel on a massive ef-
fort to rebuild and expand the campus. A large
burlap tent was erected on campus for chapel
services that fall, classes were held in dor-
mitory basements and trailers on campus and
a massive reconstruction program began in an
effort to rebuild what had been lost.

Just 3 years later, following the construction
of a new sports complex, computer center and
cafeteria, the college dedicated its new admin-
istration building under the leadership of Dr.
Brown and current President Dr. Woodrow
Burt. On the cornerstone of this building, built
on the site of the administration building lost in
the 1989 fire, is a passage from Isaiah 61:3,
“A crown of beauty instead of ashes.” This
building was later renamed for Dr. Burt, who
became president of the college in 1995 and
still proudly yet humbly serves in that position
today.

But the journey for HLG is not complete.
The vision for the college’s growth and service
continued forward over the past decade, as
the college constructed a new dormitory and
the Roland Fine Arts Center, the centerpiece
of the college’s recent expansions. The col-
lege is also in the midst of a $30-million cam-
paign, “Building for the Future,” which calls for
the construction of a new library, allied health
and science center and dormitory renovations,
as well as enhancing the college’s endow-
ment.

Throughout this journey, beating in the heart
of HLG is a desire to serve Christ, embodied
in the college’s motto, “Knowledge for Serv-
ice.” HLG strengthened this commitment over
the last 4 years through its implementation of
missions programs that serve both domestic
and international missions opportunities year-
round. HLG is a multiple recipient of the
Courts Redford Award, the top award among
U.S. colleges and universities for mobilizing
students for missions with the North American
Mission Board. In May of this year, HLG was
named number one among 314 colleges and
universities that send students to work with
the NAMB.

Madam Speaker, | was honored to stand
before this Chamber 10 years ago to com-
mend HLG’s commitment to excellence and its
use of knowledge for service during their
140th anniversary. | am again privileged to
stand before this body and congratulate my
friends at HLG for 150 years of quality Chris-
tian education. May God continue to bless this
fine institution for many years to come.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JERRY WELLER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Mr. WELLER of lllinois. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to enter into the RECORD votes |
would have cast had | been present for rollcall
votes 567 through 569. | was absent on Mon-
day, September 8 due to CODEL travel.

If | were present | would have voted, “aye”
on rolicall vote 567, “aye” on rollcall vote 568,
and “aye” on rollcall vote 569.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Madam Speaker, on
rolicall 567; S. 2403, | was not present. If |
had been there, | would have voted “yea.”

On rollcall 568, S. 2837, | was not present.
If I had been there, | would have voted “yea.”

On rollcall 569, S. 2135, | was not present.
If | had been there, | would have voted “yea.”

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF MR. AND MRS.
MARSHALL PRICKETT

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
I respectfully request the attention of the
House to pay recognition to an important day
in the lives of two constituents of mine, Mr.
and Mrs. Marshall Prickett.

On September 13, the Pricketts will cele-
brate their 50th wedding anniversary. Marshall
Prickett was born on October 19, 1934, in Al-
exandria, Alabama, and his wife, Margaret,
was born on July 2, 1935, in Weaver. Over
the years, Marshall and Margaret have been
blessed with three sons, Marshall, Michael,
and Matthew, as well as eight grandchildren.

| would like to congratulate Marshall and
Margaret for reaching this important milestone
in their lives. They are shining examples of
love and dedication for us all, and | wish them
and their family all the best at this important
occasion.

——————

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS
TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

SPEECH OF

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 8, 2008

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that | rise today to honor the memory
of former Ohio Congresswoman STEPHANIE
TuBBs JONES and her lifetime of dedication to
the people of Ohio and the United States. |

September 9, 2008

was deeply saddened to learn our colleague
passed away so suddenly. We have not only
lost a wonderful friend but an individual who
made a number of historic achievements dur-
ing her lifetime.

After graduating from law school at Case
Western Reserve University, STEPHANIE began
her career with Cleveland’s sewer district be-
fore serving as an attorney with the city’s
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.
In 1976, she served as an assistant Cuyahoga
County prosecutor before her election as
Cleveland Municipal Court judge in 1981. Two
years later, the governor of Ohio appointed
her to a judgeship with the Court of Common
Pleas of Cuyahoga County, and in 1991,
STEPHANIE was appointed Cuyahoga County
prosecutor.

STEPHANIE was elected to represent the
11th District of Ohio in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives in 1998. Throughout her 5 terms
of office, she strove for advances in health
care, economic development, and education.
Recently, she had become a leader in the
fight against predatory lending practices.

Most notably, STEPHANIE’S legacy will be her
career filled with firsts. She was the first Afri-
can-American and the first female to serve as
prosecutor in her native Cuyahoga County,
Ohio. STEPHANIE was the first African-Amer-
ican to be chief prosecutor in the State of
Ohio’s history. She also became the first Afri-
can-American woman to represent Ohio in
Congress and the first to serve on the House
Ways and Means Committee.

At the beginning of the 110th Congress,
STEPHANIE was named chairwoman of the
House Committee on Standards of Official
Conduct, of which | am a member.

STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES will be deeply
missed by her family—her son, Mervyn Jones
Il and her two sisters—as well as the count-
less friends she leaves behind. Our thoughts
and prayers are with them all at this difficult
time.

————

MS. SANDRA IRONS AND MR.
MARVIN SETZER, JR.

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | take this time to honor
two of Northwest Indiana’s most distinguished
citizens, Sandra Irons and Marvin Setzer, Jr.,
upon their retirement from their positions with
the Gary, Indiana Teachers Union, Local Num-
ber 4, American Federation of Teachers
(AFT). Sandra and Marvin’s membership in
the Gary Teachers Union date back to the be-
ginning of their careers in 1961 and 1962, re-
spectively, and the impact they have had on
the quality of life for educators in the city of
Gary is immeasurable. For their lifetime of
service to the Gary Teachers Union, the Indi-
ana Teachers Union, and the American Fed-
eration of Teachers, Sandra and Marvin were
honored at a retirement celebration that took
place at the Genesis Convention Center in
Gary, Indiana, on Friday, August 15, 2008.

Sandra Jean (Carr) Irons’ career in edu-
cation began following her graduation from
Kentucky State College in 1960, where she
completed her Bachelor's degree in Mathe-
matics and Chemistry. Following that, she
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